CAPSULE SUMMARY

Survey # AA 817

Henderson House
3200 Bruce Avenue
Highland Beach, Maryland

C. 1903

Private Residence

Highland Beach, Maryland is a private summer community founded by
Charles R. Douglass. It was designed to be a community for prominent
black Americans in the latter part of the nineteenth century. Each house
in Highland Beach is a design element contributing to a novel experiment
in town planning. Although, each house can stand alone as a significant
architectural piece within this context, it is the total conception of
the community plan which is really fascinating about Highland Beach.

The Henderson House is a unique example of the quality of design and
construction In the community. It is both a one and one half storey cottage
as well as an element in the total landscape of black town planning. It
is a unique statement of individualism and exhibits a conception of freedom
and creativity during an era of overt racial hostility and oppression.




MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST

AA 817

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY

TBNAME

HISTORIC Henderson House

AND/OR COMMON

BEJLOCATION

STREET & NUMBER
3200 Bruce Ave.

CITY, TOWN CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT
Highland Beach — VICINITY OF Annapolis
STATE Maryland %ﬁgYArundel
EJCLASSIFICATION
CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS PRESENT USE
__DISTRICT __PUBLIC *_occupien __AGRICULTURE  __MUSEUM
— BUILDING(S) X—PRIVATE —UNOCCUPIED __COMMERCIAL —_PARK
__STRUCTURE —BOTH —WORK IN PROGRESS _—_EDUCATIONAL X PRIVATE RESIDENCE
X_SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE —ENTERTAINMENT __RELIGIOUS
—OBJECT —IN PROCESS —YES: RESTRICTED —_GOVERNMENT __SCIENTIFIC
—_— __BEING CONSIDERED X__YES: UNRESTRICTED __INDUSTRIAL __TRANSPORTATION
—NO —MIUTARY __OTHER:
PY OWNER OF PROPERTY
Annemarie
NAME Edwin M. Henderson P .
elephone #:
7 STREET & NUMBER ‘
29 Woodward Ct
CITY. TOWN STATE, Z1p code
Annapolis —__ VICINITY OF
I LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION Liber #: 293 L2036
COURTHOUSE.

REGISTRY OF DEEDS,ETC.

Folio #: 371 F369

STREET & NUMBER
Anne Arunde!l County Courthouse

CITY. TOWN .
Annapolis, MD

STATE

A REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS

TITLE

DATE

—FEDERAL _STATE _COUNTY __LOCAL

DEPOSITORY FOR
SURVEY RECORDS

CITY. TOWN

STATE




DESCRIPTION M-317

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
—EXCELLENT __DETERIORATED X_UNALTERED X _ORIGINAL SITE
X-GOOD —_RUINS —ALTERED —MOVED DATE
__FAIR __UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL {IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Henderson House is a Gambrel roofed cottage, one and
one-hal f storeys high. |t has an enclosed rear porch and a
"front" porch which is sheltered by a shed roof. The shed roof
is supported by stick posts which are decorated by wooden,
lattice work screening. There is a mixture of casement and
double hung windows on the house and the pink, wooden shutters
are functional appointment attached to the plain window frim.

The Henderson House is located in the resort community of
Highland Beach, Maryland which is approximately ten miles south
east of Annapolis. The lot is bounded by Black Walnut Creek
towards the northeast, Bruce Avenue on the eastern most side, Bay
Avenue to the South and Walnut Avenue fo the West. The lot is large
and slopes fowards Black Walnut Creek where there is a substantial
drop off info a marshy area before the creek. There are three piers
extending from the bank of the site into the water. This frame gambrel
roofed cottage with the sloped gambrel view extended into a hipped
roof is an atypical house in the town. The low, pier foundation is
composed of cement blocks and is sheathed alternately with wooden
lattice work and novelty shingles.

The south elevation which forces a vacant lot on Bay Avenue and
Bruce Avenue is graced by a three bay porch supported by wooden posts.
The structural elements use typical post and beam with bracing
supporting the shed roof over the porch. However, the continuation
of the lattice work tThat surrounds the pier foundation is displayed
as a decorative element defining the bays of the porch. This is an
exceptional architectural feature because the color (salmon or pink)
is French Colonial inspired.

The windows on the first storey are six over six, double hung or
casement Type with decorative shutters. The facade is finished with
grey siding that imitates a clapboard or beveled exterior. The second
or half storey of the south elevation is complimented with a flat roofed
dormer recessed into the slope of the roof. Again, the salmon colored
shutters are located on tThe sash windows in this tiny space. The end
near the west elevation is not level with the east view. Double, four
paned windows have been located here contributing to a blanced view of
the first storey extension of the central floor plan.

The east elevation continues the utilization of decorative shutters,
but the windows are newer, four paved elements placed symmetrically and
surrounding the side entrance. The canopy over the door is also saimon
colored and conflicts with the aluminum railing which extends down the
four user stair case. The north elevation, or "rear" of the coftage is
graced with an extending screened porch which overlooks Black Walnut Creek.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
(;ee "Highland Beach Settlement"

This coffage is one of the first houseés built on The seft | ement. The
exact date of construction is not knowh. Most of the residents builT their
houses over several years with the assisfance of family and friends.

The Highland Beach settlement is a privafe resort/summer commun ity
which was planned for and occupied by prominenT African-Americans. T
is a surviving example of town planning and maybe one of the oldest
exctant communities of this quality in The mid-Attantic region. All of the
property in Highland Beach was owned Dy the son of Frederick Douglass in
1894. The Hendersons acquired their lot in 1903 from Charles R. Douglass,
~ and the house has been in the family since that date.

The historical significance of the house rests less with The
prominence of the Henderson family with respect fo washington, D.C. black
social-cultural hisfory, however, i+ is a unequal statement regarding
black town planning in Maryland. Highland Beach is a planned commun ity
with unsel fconscious design clements That have been exhibifed in several
structures. This house is atypical and independent of that theme and yet,
in its isolation, i+ confribufes 1o +he functional development of The
town and The socio-spatial conception of design by blacks in an era of
segregation and racial hostility.
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AA 817 Henderson House
General View
Highland Beach, Maryland

Fern Eisner, Photographer
March, 1982



